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	Course title
	Moot Court

	Credit points
	6 ECTS

	Total hours 
	150

	Contact hours
	48

	Independent studies
	102

	Course level
	Master

	Prerequisites
	None

	Category
	Mandatory
	x
	Restricted elective
	
	Free elective
	



COURSE RESPONSIBLE
	Name
	Academic degree
	Academic position

	Laura Ratniece
	PhD (Law)
MA cum laude (Education (Educational Technology))
	Associate Professor



COURSE TEACHER 
	Name
	Academic degree
	Academic position

	Laura Ratniece
	PhD (Law)
MA cum laude (Education (Educational Technology))
	Associate Professor




COURSE ABSTRACT
This course has the following main goals: 1) it aims to teach the students how to approach and how to solve legal cases; 2) it aims to train the students to present legal arguments; 3) it aims to help the students to improve their overall legal research, legal argumentation and presentation skills. This inter alia would be helpful for their master thesis. The course strongly follows a student-centered teaching approach. The lecturer takes into account that the students may have different backgrounds and that it is thus necessary to diversify the teaching approach. The substantive law used for the purposes of the course is the UN Convention on Contracts for the International Sale of Goods (CISG). 
[bookmark: _Hlk63537465]COURSE OBJECTIVES 
This course has the following learning outcomes: 

Knowledge:
1. Describe and explain an approach for solving a legal case (casus), and apply it.
2. Analyse a legal case. Distinguish relevant facts from irrelevant facts. Identify the legal issue. Find the applicable law.
3. Apply legal interpretation methods in order to interpret legal norms. Apply the legal norms.
4. Design a strategy for presenting one’s position in a moot court.

Skills: 
5. Perform legal research on a given topic.
6. Write strong and concise legal arguments. 
7. Present legal arguments.

Competences: 
8. The students are able to critically analyse a fictional legal case (casus). The students are able to give a professional legal opinion and provide arguments (some of which are independent and original) about legal issues in the case.
9. The students are able to provide written opinion (in a professional level) and argumentation about a fictional legal case (casus).
10. The students are able to design, structure and present their arguments in a moot court. 

GRADING CRITERIA
	Criteria
	Weighting

	A written case study.
	40%

	Exam (Moot court).
	60%
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