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Course Outline

	Course number
	

	Course title
	Sports Arbitration Moot (SAM) 2025-2026

	Credit points
	6 ECTS 

	Total hours 
	150

	Course level
	Bachelor and Master

	Prerequisites
	Finished the first year of bachelor studies 

	Category
	B (restricted elective) course 


COURSE RESPONSIBLE

	Name
	Academic degree
	Academic position

	Aleksandrs Fillers
	PhD
	Associated professor


COURSE TEACHERS

	Name
	Academic degree
	Academic position

	Aleksandrs Fillers
	PhD
	Associated professor

	Assistance from other academic staff members and legal practitioners can be employed depending on the needs of students 


COURSE ABSTRACT

This moot court is one of the two internationally known sports arbitration moots. The moot competition gathers “student teams from around the world, debating complex sports-related cases and showcasing academic excellence in international sports law”.  (see: https://www.sportsarbitrationmoot.com/past-editions). 
In this course, the students will be expected to participate in an extensive preparation process and participation in online moot competition rounds. If the team succeeds to pass to elimination rounds, it will participate in on-site pleadings. The course covers the moot court that will occur during the academic year 2025-2026. 
LEARNING OUTCOMES
This course has the following main learning outcomes:

Knowledge:

1. The students have gained thorough and in-depth knowledge of the legal issues related to the moot court’s problem (related to both substantive sports law and sports arbitration procedure).
2. The students have gained an in-depth knowledge of procedural issues related to international arbitration. 
3. The students are aware of the relevant research methods that are necessary to research the legal issues of the moot court’s problem.  

Skills:

1. The students have developed excellent argumentation and presentation skills.

2. The students have improved their ability to work in groups and leadership skills. The course is aimed at ensuring that students have skills to organize their group work independently without relying on external leadership.
3. The students have improved their skills which are necessary for drafting legal opinions and memoranda. 
Competences:

1. The students are able to apply the knowledge gained while preparing for the moot court and prepare written memoranda.

2. The students are able to act as professional legal representatives and argue about a given case in a fictional court procedure (moot court). This inter alia requires an ability to assess and evaluate facts of the case, and correctly apply the relevant legal norms. 

3. The students are able to critically analyse issues related to the subject of the moot court’s problem. 

GRADING CRITERIA

	Criteria
	Weighting

	Preparation for the moot court and participation in the moot court.
	100%


COURSE REQUIREMENTS

In order to pass the course, a student must participate in a moot court by doing both: 1) preparing for the moot court; 2) participating in the moot court (“participation” does not require each student to present the case; “to participate” includes e.g. supporting with research, helping to build arguments, supporting the team in oral pleadings etc.).
COURSE PLAN – MAIN SUBJECTS

	No.
	Main subjects
	Planned hours

	1
	Introduction to moot courts; revision of research methods.
	Depending on the needs of the students. 

	2
	Revision of the relevant substantive issues related to substantive sports law and sports arbitration procedure. 
	

	3
	Writing a memorandum for a claimant and a response for a respondent.
	

	4
	Oral advocacy.
	

	5
	Skills necessary for moot courts. 
	


COURSE OUTCOMES
By completing the study course and successfully passing examination, the student will be able to:
	Learning outcomes
	Evaluation criteria

	
	 (40-69%)
	 (70-89%)
	 (90-100%)

	Knowledge

	The student has acquired

only basic knowledge of the course subject. The student lacks understanding of some

of the core issues of the

course subject.
	The student has acquired

only basic knowledge of the course subject. The student lacks understanding of some

of the core issues of the

course subject.
	The student has

demonstrated in-depth

knowledge and

understanding of the issues related to the course subject.

	Skills

	The student has

demonstrated only basic

level of skills.
	The student has demonstrated

good skills.
	The student has

demonstrated excellent

skills.

	Competences
	The student can apply the knowledge only at a basic level. The student struggles with assessment and evaluation of legal issues.

The student can identify the relevant legal norms.

However, the student

cannot correctly apply

them.
	The student can apply the

knowledge at a reasonably

good level. However, the

student does not have the

necessary level to be able to fully apply the acquired

knowledge independently.

The student has some

problems to correctly apply

the legal norms.
	The student is able to apply the knowledge

independently and

correctly. The student can assess and evaluate legal issues, identify the relevant legal norms, and build a necessary argument.


ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING OUTCOMES

	Grading criteria
	Learning outcomes

	
	K1.
	K2.
	K3.
	S1.
	S2.
	S3.
	C1.
	C2.
	C3.

	Preparation for the moot court and participation in the moot court.
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X


COURSE LITERATURE

Compulsory literature

	Primary sources

	The main source:

CAS Code of Sports Related Arbitration. See: https://www.tas-cas.org/fileadmin/user_upload/CAS_Code_2025__EN_.pdf


	Cases

	Cases rendered by the CAS are available online: https://jurisprudence.tas-cas.org/Search/results.aspx#k=. Selection of cases depends on each year’s case. 

	Scholarly materials

	Main Books:

1. Despina Mavromati, Matthieu Reeb, The Code of the Court of Arbitration for Sport: Commentary, Cases and Materials, 7th ed., 2025. 
2. Ian S. Blackshaw, International Sports Law: An Introductory Guide, 2017.
3. James A.R. Nafziger, Ryan Gauthier, Handbook on International Sports Law, 2nd ed., 2022.
Articles and other books: depend on the topic of each year’s case. 


Additional literature and sources

	No.
	Author, year, title, publisher

	1. 
	Kee C. The Art of Argument: A Guide to Mooting, Cambridge University Press, 2006. 


