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Course Outline 

 

Course number RBB402 

Course title International Diplomatic Law 

Credit points 3 ECTS/2 LV CP 

Total hours 80 

Contact Hours  32 

Independent Studies 48 

Course level Bachelor 

Prerequisites None 

Category Mandatory X Restricted elective  Free elective  

 

COURSE RESPONSIBLE 

Name Academic degree Academic position 

Gints Apals PhD (Dr.hist.) Guest lecturer 

 

COURSE TEACHERS 

Name Academic degree Academic position 

Gints Apals PhD (Dr.hist.) Guest lecturer 

 

COURSE ABSTRACT 

 

Diplomacy is an established method of maintaining relations between governments of 

sovereign states through an exchange of official information, dialogue, negotiation, and other 

peaceful means. It is being practiced in both bilateral and multilateral contexts, involving 

representatives of the states and officials of international organizations. Diplomacy increasingly 

entails also interaction with non-governmental bodies and members of the public. 

 

The diplomatic law is a specific area of international law. In a narrow sense, it governs the 

functioning of diplomatic missions and defines the status, privileges, and immunities of various 

categories of their staff. This course will approach the subject from a broader perspective, 

covering related fields such as consular law, states' immunities, and state officials' immunities. 

It will specifically also address the existing arrangements for external action of the European 

Union and legal provisions regarding the status of UN system officials and representatives of 

other international organizations in light of the diplomatic law.  

 

 

GRADING CRITERIA 

Criteria Weighting 

Activity 20% 

Individual case study and presentation 40% 
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Written exam 40% 

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

 

Student activity will be evaluated on the basis of individual participation of lectures and 

seminars. Full attendance will result in 10 points out of 10 whereas participation in 50% of the 

classes will result in 5 points. To qualify for the final exam each student should attend at least 

50% of the classes, submit a written case study and present the results in a seminar.  

 

 

COURSE PLAN – MAIN SUBJECTS 

No. Main subjects Planned hours 

1. The evolution of norms governing diplomatic relations 6 

2. Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations, its application 16 

3.  Vienna Convention on Consular Relations, its application 4 

4. Immunities of states and state officials 2 

5. The status of international organizations and their officials 2 

6. Latvian Diplomatic and Consular Service Law 2 

 


