
 

 

 

Course Outline 

Course number RBE317 

Course title Geo-economics and the geopolitics of energy 

Credit points 3 ECTS (2 LV) 

Total hours  80 

Lecture hours 16 

Seminar and other 

hours 

16 

Course level Bachelor  

Prerequisites - 

Category Mandatory 
 

Restricted elective X Free elective 
 

 

 

COURSE RESPONSIBLE 

Name Academic degree Academic position 

Tjaco Theo van den Hout LLM (Leiden) Visiting lecturer 

 

 

COURSE TEACHERS 

Name Academic degree Academic position 

Tjaco Theo van den Hout LLM (Leiden) Visiting lecturer 

 

 

COURSE ABSTRACT 

Students will familiarise themselves with the relatively unknown but increasingly important 
concept of geo-economics. The course will then proceed with an exploration into how changes 
in the international environment are affecting foreign policy practice. Increasingly, States are 
practicing power politics by economic means and as such several have become masterful 
practitioners of economic statecraft. 
 
Some academics consider geo-economics to be a genus of geopolitics. Others see the former 
more as an evolutionary transformation of the latter. In this course, where appropriate, the two 



 

 

concepts will be used interchangeably. The geopolitics (or geo-economics) of energy —
encompassing not only natural resources but also the trade routes that bring those resources 
to the consumer— is central to the study and understanding of today’s geography. It is also the 
direction through in its last sessions this course will reach its final destination.  
 
Teaching is based on (a modern law school version of) the Socratic method. As a consequence 
the course is highly interactive — blurring the strict distinctions between “lecture” and “seminar”. 
 

COURSE OBJECTIVES  

This course has the following main objectives: 

Knowledge: 

1. Students will explore and discover from their own research the significance that every 
international order in early modern and modern history has been based on an energy resource. 
And also, importantly, that while it is no different in our 21st century, potential shifts to 
alternative sources of energy have recently laid bare —more starkly than ever before— their 
far-reaching geopolitical implications. 
 

Skills: 

2. In addition to the knowledge gained, students will be challenged to practice and hone their 
skills to coherently discuss, both in writing and in class, the various issues raised in the course. 
 

Competencies: 

3. The teaching method (see above) challenges students to apply their skills to the specific 
knowledge gained. The course’s grading criteria (below) will assure that those challenges are 
taken seriously. 
 

 

GRADING CRITERIA 

Criteria Weighting 

Home assignments 20% 

Class participation 20% 

Final exam 60% 

 

No. Main subjects Planned hours 

1 Defining the concept of Geo-economics 6 

2 Issues and case studies in Geo-economics 8 



 

 

3 Geo/political implications of future oil demand 2 

4 Geo-political implications of the global energy transition 2 

5 Power politics in the 21st century 8 

 Recap and exam preparation 4 

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

In light of the nature of this course class attendance is, in principle, mandatory. Class 
preparation is assured by continuously monitoring online submissions of homework 
assignments that are given in preparation for the next lecture. Class participation is measured 
by calling on individual students in class to address a particular issue covered in the reading 
material or previously covered in class. Whether in class or online the approach is the same. 
 


