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Course Outline 

Course number RBA303 

Course title Legal Philosophy  

Credit points 3 ECTS (2 LV credit points) 

Total hours  80 

Lecture hours 8 Lectures = 16 hours 

Seminar and other 

hours 

8 Seminars = 16 hours and 80 hours independent study = 112 hours 

Course level Bachelor 

Prerequisites None 

Category Mandatory X Restricted elective  Free elective  

 

COURSE RESPONSIBLE 

Name Academic degree Academic position 

Christos Marneros PhD Visiting Docent 

 

COURSE TEACHERS 

Name Academic degree Academic position 

Christos Marneros PhD Visiting Docent 

Stefania Di Stefano MA Visiting Lecturer 

 

COURSE ABSTRACT  

The module introduces core issues of legal philosophy and critical approaches to legal practice 

and legal thought. The programme of learning provides students with core skills of critical 

analysis and with the opportunity to reflect critically at an advanced level on core legal material, 

including topics covered in other first year law modules and in later stages of the degree (e.g. 

the reading of criminal cases in order to identify the philosophico-political matters in them). The 

module starts with a reflection on two central questions that shape our thinking about law: 1) 

“what is law?” and 2) “how we think about law?”. Further subjects examine the relationship 

between law and morality, law and politics and how legal philosophy shapes legal practice. In 

addition, it examines how socio-political and historical events (such as the Nuremberg Trials) 

and legal practice, more generally, shaped, significantly, modern legal philosophy (theory). 

To that extent, students will be in a position to observe that theory of the law and its practice 

are closely interconnected, being part of a dynamic relationship. with the one shaping and 

informing the other and vice versa. 
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Thus, Legal Philosophy module encourages students to think critically about the institution of 

law and its operation in our everyday lives. It encourages them to question law’s commands 

and ask; why it is as it is and in whose interests it operates.  

COURSE OBJECTIVES  

This course has the following main objectives: 

Knowledge:  

1) By completing the study course and successfully passing the case commentary and 

long essay, the student will be able to demonstrate knowledge and an understanding 

of the basic concepts and principles at issue in contemporary legal philosophy (critical 

and Anglo-American traditions). 

2) Understand law as an instrument of politics and ideology. 

3) Understand how theory and practice and law inform one another and vice versa. 

Skills:  

1) Demonstrate a capacity to apply basic concepts of legal philosophy to contemporary 

contexts and debates. 

2) Demonstrate a sociological, historical and political perspective towards claims about 

law's objectivity, neutrality and law’s relationship (or not) with morality. 

3) Demonstrate a sustained critical analysis of a legal issue in writing. 

Competencies: 

1) Research a legal issue to find relevant principles and concepts, and to investigate those 

principles and concepts critically and analytically. 

2) Work independently in pursuit of a research and composition assignment. 

3) Use library and web resources, including journal articles, to research an issue. 

 

GRADING CRITERIA 

Criteria Weighting 

Critical case commentary on R v Brown (1000 words).  

Deadline: 7 November 2022 at 17:30 

40% 

Long Essay (students can choose 1 out of 4 questions on the subjects examined 

through the module) (2000 words). 

Deadline: 25 November 2022 at 17:30 

60% 

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

1) Students are expected to attend the lectures. 

2) They are expected to come prepared to the seminars by answering the seminar 

questions (preferably coming prepared with full written answers). 

3) As such, students are expected to work independently. 
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4) Preparation for the classes and answering the questions, will ensure that students are 

in a good position to apply the notions and concepts of legal philosophy when 

answering the both the case commentary and long essay. 

5) If they feel unsure about something they should contact the module convenor in order 

to resolve the issue. 

6) Students should respect the deadlines set for submitting their assignments. In the case 

that there are any extenuating circumstances that renders the submission of an 

assignment difficult, or if students would like to ask for an extension, they should follow 

the procedures set out by the Riga Graduate School of Law. 

 


