
 

 

Course Outline 

Course number RBA302 

Course title Introduction to law 

Credit points 3 ECTS (2 CP) 

Total hours  32 

Lecture hours 14 

Seminar and other 

hours 
16 

Course level Bachelor 

Prerequisites None 

Category Mandatory x 
Restricted 

elective 
 Free elective  

 

COURSE RESPONSIBLE 

Name Academic degree Academic position 

Uldis Krastins Master en droit public Visiting lecturer 

Viktorija Soņeca LLM Visiting lecturer 

 

COURSE ABSTRACT 

The course is aimed at introducing the students with instruments and tactics how to think 

about the law. The participants will assess various answers which have been given to the big 

and deceptively simple question: What is Law? They will be introduced to a set of techniques 

used to analyse and apply the law; and to determine the appropriate weight that should be 

accorded to different sources of law. First, in order to understand the notion of law as a system 

made of certain type of rules the course will address the question what makes given rule a 

binding legal norm. The aim of this is to reveal the different sources of law and their respective 

legal force, the interplay between them and how to question the validity of any rule. Further, 

we’ll look at the methods of legal interpretation. With examples from national, foreign, 

European and international legal texts we will be looking for a common method behind the 

reality which may see chaotic on the surface. In addition, we will tackle the problematics of 
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dispute resolution. Finally, we will be looking whether law pursues a moral justification of its 

own or depends on it. 

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 

- Knowledge 

It is expected that after completing the course the students will have a substantial 

knowledge on the sources of law, methods of interpretation and legal argumentation 

as well on some of the methods of dispute settlement. 

- Competencies 

The objective is to give the necessary tools to understand law as a system where each 

of its components has to be valid and where any of its actors may challenge them; in 

such a decentralised system one universally valid legal method becomes an invaluable 

tool at the hands of a lawyer.  

- Skills 

The participants will exercise their ability to form a grounded and independent opinion, 

mostly in written, on the issues discussed during the lectures in three forms, by drafting 

fact sheets on judgments (1); commentaries on a given academic text or case law (2); 

practical case resolutions (3). The students are expected to follow certain requirements 

in completing these exercises which will give them the necessary rigor in the future. 

 

GRADING CRITERIA 

Criteria Weighting 

Exam 50% 

Midterm exam 25% 

Seminary participation 25%  
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COURSE PLAN – MAIN SUBJECTS 

No. Main subjects Planned hours 

1 Relationship between Law and Justice. What is justice – is it 

something agreed upon between equals in a given society, or 

perhaps it is rather a feeling, carrying a moral sense which is 

universal?  

 

2 Legal rule as the smallest element in the legal system. What 

makes rule a legal norm. The problem of validity. 

Sources of law. Does law have to be written? The role of general 

principles.   

 

3 The interpretation and application of a legal rule. Methods of 

interpretation. The relations between the different methods. 

Further development of law. Law and language. 

 

4 Application of legal rules. Discretion of a judge in the resolution 

of disputes. The typology of national and international courts and 

legal remedies.  

 

5 Legal argumentation. Is justice an end in itself or merely a means 

to achieve the general well-being for the humanity? Law and 

morality. Is law applicable anytime and anywhere?  

 

 


