
 

Course Outline 

Course number RBE269 

Course title Proceedings before the Court of Justice of the European Union 

Credit points 3 ECTS ( 2 LV CP) 

Total hours  80 

Lecture hours 32 

Course level Bachelor 

Prerequisites - 

Category Mandatory  Restricted elective X Free elective  

 

COURSE RESPONSIBLE 

Name Academic degree Academic position 

Uldis Krastiņš Master en droit public Visiting Lecturer 

 

COURSE ABSTRACT 

The course is aimed at introducing the students with the functioning of the Court of Justice of the 

European Union, mainly through its jurisprudence. Since the establishment of the Court of Justice of the 

European Union in 1952, its mission has been to ensure that "the law is observed" "in the interpretation 

and application" of the Treaties. The Court is one of the most powerful driving forces of integration in 

the EU since it reviews the legality of the acts of the EU institutions, and ensures that Member States 

comply with their obligations. On more than one occasion the interpretation it has given on the European 

Union law at the request of the national courts has had consequences in the daily life of each of us. 

Finally, the Court has some unique procedural aspects as a multilingual institution, where each of 23 

official languages of the European Union can be the language of a case. 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES  

Each Student is able to analyze the available remedies before the ECJ, as well Student orientates easily 

in the system of the decisions of the Court and its database.  

It is expected that after completing the course the students will have a substantial knowledge on the 

functioning of the Court, the system of remedies as reflected in its case law, including the knowledge 

how to search and select the pertinent jurisprudence. The course is intended to give the students an 

idea of different forms of judicial remedies before the Court and what rights may be defended through 

each of them. The students will identify and form an opinion about issues related to legal review, 

sanctions against the Member States, responsibility, fundamental rights and the preliminary procedure 

mechanism before the Court, and its impact on the daily life of each EU citizen. Finally, the aim is to 

show how the European judiciary is connected with the national and the international law. 
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COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

The course requires students to diligently keep up with their reading requirements in advance of each 

session. At the end of each course the students will choose decisions of the Court to analyse, they will 

will be discussed in the beginning of next course. Each student prepares a presentation of a decision, 

of her choice, explaining the available remedy and the evolution of the jurisprudence reflected in the 

chosen document. 

 

GRADING CRITERIA 

Criteria Weighting 

Oral (analytic and individual) presentation of one of the court’s landmark 

decisions  
100% 

 

COURSE PLAN – MAIN SUBJECTS 

No. Main subjects Planned hours 

1 

A. Why the European Court of Justice matters? The Architecture of 

the EU judiciary. Division of competences between the Court of Justice 

and the General Tribunal. System of remedies.  

 

2 
B. Direct actions. Review of legality. Actions for annulment and failure 

to act. Infringement procedures. Actions for damages. Plea of illegality. 

 

3 

C. Procedural issues. Interim measures and intervention of a third 

party. Measures of organisation of procedure and measures of inquiry. 

Linguistic regime. 

 

4 
D. Indirect remedies. The preliminary ruling procedure. The dialogue 

with the national courts and the role of the national judge. 

 

5 
E. Driving ideas of the ECJ’s jurisprudence? Fundamental freedoms 

or the fundamental rights, which comes first? 

 

 

 


