
 

 

 

 

 

Course Outline 

 

Course number RMP132 

Course title International Adjudication  

Credit points 3 ECTS 

Total hours  80 

Contact hours 24 

Independent studies 56 

Course level Master’s 

Prerequisites LL.B. 

Category Mandatory X Restricted elective  Free elective  

 

 

COURSE RESPONSIBLE 

Name Academic degree Academic position 

Tjaco Theo van den Hout LL.M. (Leiden) Visiting Lecturer 

 

 

COURSE TEACHERS 

Name Academic degree Academic position 

Tjaco Theo van den Hout see above see above 

 

 

 

 



 

 

COURSE ABSTRACT 

This course introduces students to new scholarship in international adjudication which is broader than 

the focus on a few well-known permanent courts. It maps many if not all of the international 

adjudicative bodies that exist (or have existed) and groups them according to their respective missions 

or mandates. It also explores the different dispute resolution systems that rely on adjudication, both the 

familiar “open” systems and the so-called “closed” ones. 

Teaching is based on (the modern American law school version of) the “Socratic method”, blurring the 

distinction between lecture and seminar. The course is, from beginning to end, interactive and classes 

require preparation.  

 

GRADING CRITERIA 

Criteria Weighting 

Homework assignments, class participation and quizzes 50% 

Final Exam 50% 

 

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

Due to the nature of this course class attendance is mandatory. Class preparation is assured by 

continuous monitoring of homework assignments, to be submitted online and within set deadlines, i.e. 

prior to lectures.  Class participation is measured by calling on individual students in class to address a 

particular issue from the reading material or, for example, to recite the facts of a particular case. In 

addition to the aforementioned, students will also take several quizzes on material covered in earlier 

sessions. The final exam is of the multiple choice variety and will test the student’s knowledge, skills 

and competencies in the subject matter covered in this course. 

 

COURSE PLAN – MAIN SUBJECTS 

No. Main subjects Planned hours 

1 Mapping International Adjudicative Bodies 12 

2 Orders and Families of International Adjudicative Bodies  12 

 

 



 

 

COURSE PLAN – SESSIONS 

Session Session subjects and readings Lecture/ Seminar 

1 Mapping International Adjudicative Bodies, The Issues, and Players  

2 History of International Adjudication  

3 Multiplication of International Courts and Tribunals after the End of the Cold 

War 
 

4 Trial and Error in International Judicialization  

5 The Challenge of “Proliferation”  

6 Main Functions of International Adjudication  

7 International Judicial Bodies for Resolving Disputes between States  

8 International Criminal Courts  

9 International Human Rights Courts  

10 Courts of Regional Economic and Political Agreements   

11 International Claims and Compensation Bodies  

12 Investment Arbitration   

 

 

COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES  

This course has the following main learning outcomes: 

Knowledge: 

1. Knowledge of the various international adjudicative bodies (in the broadest sense of the word) 

2. Solid understanding of the scope and variety of such bodies  

Skills: 

3. Skills to identify the various international adjudicative bodies and their respective roles  

Competencies: 



 

 

4. Ability to apply the knowledge and skills above in order to discover and appreciate the full extent and 

depth of the new scholarship in international adjudication 

By completing the study course and successfully passing examination, the student will be able to: 

Learning outcomes Evaluation criteria 

 (40-69%)  (70-89%)  (90-100%) 

Knowledge The student has 

acquired only basic 

knowledge of the 

course subject. The 

student lacks 

understanding of some 

of the core issues of the 

course subject. 

Overall, the student’s 

knowledge complies 

with the expectations. 

However, there are 

issues that the student 

does not fully 

understand. 

The student has 

demonstrated in- 

depth knowledge and 

understanding of the 

issues related to the 

course subject. 

Skills The student has 

demonstrated only 

basic level of skills. 

The student has 

demonstrated good 

skills. 

The student has 

demonstrated 

excellent skills. 

Competences The student can apply 

the knowledge only at a 

basic level. The student 

struggles with 

assessment and 

evaluation of legal 

issues. The student can 

identify the relevant 

legal norms. However, 

the student cannot 

correctly apply them. 

The student can apply 

the knowledge at a 

reasonably good level. 

However, the student 

does not have the 

necessary level to be able 

to fully apply the 

acquired knowledge 

independently. The 

student has some 

problems to correctly 

apply the legal norms. 

The student is able to 

apply the knowledge 

independently and 

correctly. The student 

can assess and 

evaluate legal issues, 

identify the relevant 

legal norms, and 

correctly apply them. 

                     

 

 

Please analyse the contribution of defined grading criteria to learning outcomes. Number of grading 

criteria and learning outcomes should correspond to previously defined one.  

Grading criteria Learning outcomes 

1. 2. 3. 4. 

Homework assignments, 

class participation and 

quizzes 

X X X X 



 

 

Final Exam X X X X 

 

 

COURSE LITERATURE 

Compulsory literature 

No. Author, year, title, publisher 

1 Cesare Romano et alia, 2013, The Oxford Handbook of International Adjudication, OUP 

2 Merrills, John G. 2020. International Dispute Settlement, 6th Ed. Cambridge University Press. In 

particular chapters: 5, 6, 7, 9 and 11. 

3 Cases as indicated on the course page  

 

 

Additional literature and sources 

No. Author, year, title, publisher 

1 Verones, Christina et alia 2013, The Public International Law Study Guide for Students, Hart 

Publishing, chapter 5, International Dispute Settlement: The International Court of Justice. 

 


