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COURSE ABSTRACT
This course will be divided in two parts – International Humanitarian Law and Responsibility.
The part on international humanitarian law will examine the basic tenets, operation and enforcement of
the law of armed conflict. At the outset, the course will examine the definition and scope of
international humanitarian law. Assuming that students know the distinction between the use of armed
force (jus ad bellum) and international humanitarian law (jus in bello), the course will explore the lex
specialis character of international humanitarian law. It will further deal with the most difficult aspects
of distinction of nowadays armed conflicts into international, non-international and internationalized
armed conflicts. The course will then examine the qualifications of laws applicable to each of the
actors operating on the battlefield. Further, students will get an insight into the practical aspects of
conducting operations, namely, principles of international humanitarian law and methods and means
of warfare. The part on international humanitarian law will close with the elaboration on the
implementation and enforcement of international humanitarian law and its relationship with human
rights law.
The part on responsibility will be devoted to substantive and procedural aspects of international
criminal law, in other words, practical aspects of implementation international humanitarian law as one
part of it. It will examine the origins of international criminal law, general principles of international
criminal law and sources of this branch of law. Further, the course will enquire into the principles of
jurisdiction, - territoriality, universality, passive personality, active personality, and representation
principle. Furthermore, it will look into principle of ne bis in idem, as well as cases of competing
jurisdictions. Separate lecture will be devoted to examination of judicial cooperation in criminal matters
(mutual assistance, transfer of criminal proceedings and transfer of execution of judgments) and
concepts of extradition and surrender. The course will then embark on the analysis of core

international crimes (genocide, crimes against humanity, war crimes, aggression) as to their definitions
and elements of crimes. With regard to individual criminal responsibility the course will elaborate on
perpetration of crimes, including issues of forms of participation, superior responsibility and concept of
joint criminal enterprise.
This course will consist of lectures and practically oriented seminars during which the students will
work on case solution and presentation of the results. Through practical exercises students will learn
to qualify the situations of armed conflict, apply the law during the hostilities and examine the
consequences of violations of international humanitarian law and human rights in the framework of
international responsibility. The part on responsibility will enhance students’ knowledge on the
practical aspects of application of concepts of criminal law in the sphere of international criminal
justice.
COURSE OBJECTIVES
The course objective is to examine the main concepts of international humanitarian law, principles and
rules applicable during an armed conflict and the further implementation of this one branch of law in
the sphere of international responsibility when prosecuting international crimes. Students will acquire
an in-depth theoretical knowledge of how to assess problematic topics in international humanitarian
law and international criminal law, develop legal reasoning and present their research results.
Students will benefit from this course in their future work at international organizations, international
courts, non-governmental organizations or State foreign affairs or defence ministries’ humanitarian law
and crises management departments.
GRADING CRITERIA

No.
1

Criteria
Exam – In Class Open Book

Weighting
100%

COURSE PLAN – MAIN SUBJECTS

No.

Main subjects

Planned hours

1

Main tenets of international humanitarian law

4

2

Qualifications of subjects on the battlefield

4

3

Conducting operations

4

4

Origins of international criminal law, principles of jurisdiction and judicial

6

cooperation
5

Core international crimes

4

6

Forms of liability

2

2

COURSE PLAN – SESSIONS

Session

Session subjects and readings

Lecture/seminar

1

Basic tenets of international humanitarian law (IHL), definition of
international humanitarian law, international and non-international
armed conflicts

Lecture

2

Basic tenets of international humanitarian law (IHL), definition of
international humanitarian law, international and non-international
armed conflicts

Seminar

3

How do we qualify the main subjects on the battlefield?

Lecture

4

How do we qualify the main subjects on the battlefield?

Seminar

5

Conducting operations - principles of international humanitarian law,
and methods and means of warfare

Lecture

6

Multinational operations and international humanitarian law

Lecture

Session

Session subjects and readings

Lecture/seminar

7

Origins of international criminal law, general principles of international
criminal law, sources of law, international criminal tribunals

Lecture

8

Principles of jurisdiction (territoriality, universality, passive personality,
active personality, representation principle), conflict of jurisdictions, ne
bis in idem

Lecture/seminar

9

Judicial cooperation in criminal matters; extradition, surrender, double
criminality and human rights

Lecture/seminar

10

Genocide, crimes against humanity, war crimes

Lecture

11

Aggression, terrorism

Lecture

12

Forms of liability, command responsibility, joint criminal enterprise

Lecture

COURSE LITERATURE
No.

Author, title, publisher

1

A Roberts, R Guelff, Documents on the Laws of War (Oxford University Press, Oxford 2000)

2

J Wouters, P Man, N Verlinden, Armed Conflicts and the Law (Intersentia, 2016)

3

JM Henckaerts, L Doswald-Beck, Customary International Humanitarian Law (International
Committee of the Red Cross, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge 2005)

4

D Fleck (ed), The Handbook of International Humanitarian Law 2
Press, 2008)

5

G Solis, The Law of Armed Conflict, (Cambridge University Press, Cambridge 2010)

6

M Sassoli, How does Law Protect in War? Cases, Documents and Teaching Materials on
Contemporary Practice in International Humanitarian Law, (International Committee of the
Red Cross, Geneva 2006)

nd

ed. (Oxford University

3

7

A Cassese, A Eser, G Gaja, P Kirsch, A Pellet, B Swart (eds) The Rome Statute for an
International Criminal Court: A Commentary (Oxford University Press, Oxford 2002)

8

A Zahar, G Sluiter, International Criminal Law: A Critical Introduction (Oxford University
Press, Oxford 2007)

9

W Schabas, The International Criminal Court. A Commentary on the Rome Statute (Oxford
University Press, Oxford 2010)

4

