
 

Course Outline 

 

Course number RPM 130 

Course title INTERNATIONAL LAW 

Credit points 3 ECTS (2 CP) 

Total hours  24 

Lecture hours 20 

Seminar and other hours 4 

Course level Masters 

Prerequisites None 

 

COURSE RESPONSIBLE 

Name Academic degree Academic position 

Ineta Ziemele PhD (Cantab.) Professor 

 

COURSE TEACHERS 

Name Academic degree Academic position 

Ineta Ziemele PhD (Cantab.) Professor 

Timo Koivurova PhD Visiting Professor 

Arina Melse PhD Visiting Docent 

 

COURSE ABSTRACT 

The aim of the course is to keep the students up to date as concerns recent debate and developments in 

international law. The course through several examples of current international events, including the war waged 

by Russia in Ukraine against the very foundation of world order, will focus on treaty law, including the general 

rule of interpretation of treaties, the formation of rules in international law and the problems of enforcement. 

More specifically the following fields will be dealt with: subjects of international law, UN and international 

courts, jurisdiction, including territorial waters, State immunity and State responsibility, including 

countermeasures. The students will have to form a better idea on the nature of international law as a coherent 

legal system. For this reason, the criticism addressed towards international law will be part of the discussion of 

the selected topics. This criticism will be addressed through an in-depth and up to date understanding of sources 

of international law, their legitimacy and normativity. It will also be tackled through a more in-depth learning of 

how States interact in bilateral and multilateral fora. This discussion will be placed in a broader reflection with 

regards to the idea of the emerging global law and the mistake of distinctions between national and international 

as well as public and private. The students are required to have a good grasp of main events in the world history. 

It is in this context that students will be encouraged to form a view why do they think that international law is 

law and that there are consequences when international law is breached. The course will consist of lectures and 

seminars. Lectures will follow the traditional pattern. The seminars will be organized in a form of student 

presentations and discussion. 
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GRADING CRITERIA 

 

Criteria Weighting 

Exam 70% 

Seminar 30% 

 

COURSE PLAN – MAIN SUBJECTS  

 

No. Main subjects Planned hours 

1 Introduction: method, literature, methodology; The nature and critique of 

international law 

 

4 

2 Sources of law; Vienna Covention on the Law of Treaties; Customary law 

 

2 

3 Subjects of international law  2 

 

4 The United Nations: origins, organs, competences 

 

2 

5 Rules: State immunity, jurisdiction 

 

4 

6 Enforcement of international law 

 

4 

7 International courts and jurisprudence  

 

4 

8 Seminar discussions 

 

4 

 

COURSE PLAN – SESSIONS 

 

Session Session subjects and readings Lecture/seminar 

1 Introduction: aims and methods; Nature and critiques of international law; 

Article 38 - sources of international law 

 

Lecture 

Ineta Ziemele 

2 Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties (rule of interpretation, unilateral 

withdrawal from a treaty), customary law 

 

Lecture 

Ineta Ziemele 

3 Subjects of international law 

 

Lecture 

Ineta Ziemele 

 

4 The United Nations: Statute, organs, documents and their legal nature; 

relationship between General Assmebly and Security Council, International 

Law Commission 

 

Lecture 

Timo Koivurova 

5 Rules: Jurisdiction 

 

Lecture 

Timo Koivurova 

 

6 Rules: State immunity 

 

Lecture 

Timo Koivurova 

 

7 Enforcement of international law: State responsibility 

 

Lecture 

Timo Koivurova 
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Session Session subjects and readings Lecture/seminar 

8 Enforcement of international law: questions of compliance  

 

Lecture 

Timo Koivurova 

 

9 International courts 1: Judicialization of international law; Judicial function, 

authority and legitimacy of international courts 

 

Lecture 

Arina Melse 

10 International courts 2: International Judicial Decisions: The Challenge of 

Authority and Legitimacy of International Courts 

 

Seminar 

Arina Melse 

11 Seminar discussion: student presentations and discussion (the task will be 

presented during the course) 

 

Seminar 

Arina Melse 

 

12 Seminar discussion: student presentations and discussion (the task will be 

presented during the course) 

 

Seminar 

Arina Melse 

 

13 

 

Critiques to international law: conclusions Lecture / Seminar 

Ineta Ziemele 

 
 

COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES  

The main objective of the course is to get updated on theoretical and practical discussion about the nature of 

international law as well as to improve technical skills relevant to the application of rules of international law. 

 

Knowledge: 

1. The students as a minimum understand the nature of international law (aspects of normativity and 

legitimacy) as a legal system and its interaction with national legal systems; understand the sources of 

international law and their relations, the formation of rules and main mechanisms of the application of 

these rules. 

Skills: 

2. The students as a minimum know how to identify applicable rules of international law and know how to 

use the available tools to do so. 

3. The students know how to analyse judgments, scholarly work, and international documents and how to 

interpret international treaties. Based on this skill they can build an argument in favour of the right or 

claim under international law. 

Competencies: 

4. The students as a minimum understand the nature of international law (aspects of normativity and 

legitimacy) as a legal system and its interaction with national legal systems; understand the sources of 

international law and their relations, the formation of rules and main mechanisms of the application of 

these rules. 

 

By completing the study course and successfully passing examination, the student will be able to: 

Study results Evaluation criteria 

 (40-69%)  (70-89%)  (90-100%) 

Knowledge 
 

The student has acquired 

only basic knowledge of the 

course subject. The student 

Overall, the student’s 

knowledge complies with the 

expectations. However, there 

The student has 

demonstrated in-depth 

knowledge and 
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lacks understanding of some 

of the core issues of the 

course subject. 

are issues that the student 

does not fully understand. 

understanding of the issues 

related to the course 

subject.  

Skills 
 

The student has 

demonstrated only basic 

level of skills.  

The student has demonstrated 

good skills.  

The student has 

demonstrated excellent 

skills. 

Competencies The student can apply the 

knowledge only at a basic 

level. The student struggles 

with assessment and 

evaluation of legal issues. 

The student can identify the 

relevant legal norms. 

However, the student 

cannot correctly apply 

them.  

The student can apply the 

knowledge at a reasonably 

good level. However, the 

student does not have the 

necessary level to be able to 

fully apply the acquired 

knowledge independently. 

The student has some 

problems to correctly apply 

the legal norms. 

The student is able to apply 

the knowledge 

independently and 

correctly. The student can 

assess and evaluate legal 

issues, identify the relevant 

legal norms, and build a 

necessary argument.  

 

Please analyse the contribution of defined grading criteria to learning outcomes. Number of grading criteria 

and learning outcomes should correspond to previously defined one.  

 

Grading criteria Learning outcomes 

1. 2. 3. 4. 

Exam X X X X 

Seminars X X X X 

 

 

 

COURSE LITERATURE  

(Please specify mandatory and supplementary reading materials) 

No. Author, title, publisher 

Mandatory reading materials* 

1 A. Cassese, International Law, 2nd ed., Oxford University Press (course book) 

2 A. Orford, International Law and Politics of History, 2021, Cambridge University Press 

3 J. Crawford, Brownlie’s Principles of Public International Law, 9th ed., Oxford University Press 

(course book) 

4 The 1945 Charter of the United Nations 

5 Statute of the International Court of Justice 

6 The 1969 Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties 

7 Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court  

8 Articles on Responsibility of States for Internationally Wrongful Acts 

9 The 2012 Declaration on the Rule of Law at the National and International Levels 

*Additional readings will be included on the reading list published on the portal. 
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Programme director    

 /signature/ /date/   

Field expert    

 /signature/ /date/   

Course responsible 

  

  

 /signature/ /date/   


