Course Outline
	Course number
	RBB244

	Course title
	Political and Economic Challenges for Europe

	Credit points
	3 ECTS

	Total hours
	75

	Lecture hours
	24

	Seminar and other hours
	8

	Course level
	Bachelor

	Prerequisites
	None

	Category
	B (Restricted elective)



COURSE RESPONSIBLE
	Name
	Academic degree
	Academic position

	Walter Doetsch
	M.Sc.
	Visiting lecturer



COURSE TEACHERS
	Name
	Academic degree
	Academic position

	Walter Doetsch
	M.Sc.
	Visiting lecturer



COURSE ABSTRACT
The course introduces key concepts for analyzing migration, demographic change, and political-economic transformation in Europe. It examines how migration, labor markets, education, technology, inequality, transnational crime, trade, and state capacity interact in a changing global environment, with particular attention to the growing role of digitalization, non-state actors, and foreign disinformation initiatives in shaping domestic politics and public debate. The second part compares Europe’s position in relation to the United States, China, and Russia, focusing on political-economic risk, crisis dynamics, information manipulation, and the policy challenges these developments create for democratic governance and economic stability.
LEARNING OUTCOMES
Knowledge: To develop a basic understanding of recent economic and political tensions and challenges affecting Europe, and to understand the interdependence of economic, political, and social processes in a changing international environment.
Competencies and skills to be gained through the course: To train critical thinking and develop methodological capacities to ask analytically strong questions about complicated economic, political, and social phenomena, especially in relation to migration, political-economic risk, public policy, and foreign disinformation.
Skills: To enable students to identify and evaluate risks, develop scenarios, and produce concise policy recommendations in written and oral form, including assessment of the domestic effects of foreign disinformation campaigns.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS
Students are expected to complete the assigned readings, participate actively in seminar discussion, submit short written assignments, and complete both a policy paper and a final policy briefing memorandum.
GRADING CRITERIA
	Criteria
	Weighting

	Class participation
	20%

	Policy paper (2-3 pages)
	30%

	Final policy briefing presentation (10-15 minutes) with memorandum (maximum 5 pages)
	50%



Policy on the Use of Artificial Intelligence (AI):
Given the amount of background readings and the necessity of reading before class in order to be able to engage with the guest speakers, AI may be used to summarize course readings and to succinctly understand key concepts.  Written assignment grades will emphasize the analytical aspects of the policy suggestions/recommendations as demonstrated by the student’s ability to defend those recommendations live, in person, in class.  Therefore, the use of AI in brainstorming is permitted, however the majority of the course grade (50%) will be based on the student’s verbal presentation and reactions in real time to questions from fellow students and the instructor.  Reading an AI generated presentation is strongly discouraged.  The ability to discuss policy recommendations and address questions in a manner that demonstrates the student has thought about the topic will be a critical component of assessment.

Note on Readings:
Readings focus significantly on providing historical evolution of policies and challenges to the European Union.  Concepts in the readings provide students analytical bases and frameworks to utilize both in analyzing existing policies and regulations as well as to develop new approaches and make suggestions for refinement of existing policies and laws. 
NOTE that readings will be constantly added as relevant articles and papers are released.  Students are expected to keep up to date on contemporary conversations on issues related to the course.  If Podcasts are indicated, students may listen to the material or read the transcript.
COURSE PLAN – MAIN SUBJECTS
	No.
	Main subjects
	Planned hours

	1
	Interdependence of Migration, Economics, Technological Development, and Politics in a Multipolar World
	6

	2
	Migration, Labor, Education, Employment, and Social Adjustment
	6

	3
	International Trade, Wealth Distribution, and Political-Economic Risk
	6

	4
	Europe in a Global Context: Great Powers, Developing Countries, Migration Pressures, Hybrid Threats, and Transnational Challenges
	8

	5
	Crises, Crisis Management, and Policy Analysis: State Duties, Risk Assessment, and Policy Recommendations
	6



COURSE PLAN – SESSIONS
	Session
	Session subjects and readings
	Lecture/seminar

	1
	The global environment and recent characteristics of Europe

Readings:  How States Think; Podcast: Milanovic, “What Comes After Globalization,” Odd Lots; “Psychology, Status, and Recognition in International Politics,” The World Stage
Podcast: “Navigating a Multiplex World Order,” The World Stage; “Is the Era of Cooperation Coming to an End?” The World Stage; “International Law in the Trump Era,” The Decibel
	L

	2
	Values, value orientation, and political choice

Readings: “Four Battlegrounds;” “Disaster Nationalism;” “Captive Minds;” Krastev, “After Europe.” 

Podcast: “Populism in Europe: Far-Right Movements and EU Challenges,” Need to Know; “Democratic Backsliding, Illiberal Regimes and International Cooperation Under Pressure,” The World Stage; “The Politics of Status,” ICMPD Migration Podcast
	L/S

	3
	Education, labor and skills policy, population change, migration drivers, and labor market effects

Guest Speaker: Rolf Vestvik, International Secretary, Confederation of Vocational Unions (NO)

Podcast: “Migration Outlook 2026: 10 Key Migration Issues to Look Out For,” ICMPD Migration Podcast
	L/S

	4
	Migration, integration, and intra-European mobility effects on market function
Reading: Collier, “Exodus: Immigration and Multiculturalism in the 21st Century”


Podcasts:  “The Next Migration Crisis: Is the EU Better Prepared?” The World Stage; “How Migration Is Driving the EU Elections,” ICMPD Migration Podcast; “The Neighbourhood: Europe’s Enlargement Moment,” The World Stage 
	L/S

	5
	Trade, currency, stock and commodity markets, and political-economic risk exposure

Reading: Stiglitz, “The Price of Inequality”


Podcast: “A Conversation with Ignacio Garcia Bercero on the challenges to the EU’s trade policy,” The EU Law Live Podcast Series;  “International Trade Law: How Global Rules Shape Business,” International Business Today
	L/S

	6
	The state, competition, regulation, and policy trade-offs

Reading: Mazzucato, “The Value of Everything”


Podcasts:  “Is the EU Ready to handle the major challenges it is facing?”, The World Stage; “A Stronger Europe in a Fragile World,” The World Stage; “How Should the EU Navigate Multilateral Cooperation?” The World Stage
	L/S

	7
	Hard challenges: Energy provision, energy transition, climate policy, and strategic vulnerability

Podcast: “Building Peace Through a Sustainable Environment,” The World Stage
	L/S

	8
	Evolving challenges: Digitalization, platforms, and information risks

Podcasts: “EU Cybersecurity and Resilience — What challenges to create a common framework,” Euractiv Talks; “The EU’s mission Harness data and AI to solve global challenges,” EU Decoded; “The Disruptions that will reshape everything by 2030,” Gartner ThinkCast; “How to Protect Critical Infrastructure Against Cyberattacks,” The World Stage

OPTIONAL:  “Why AI Might Actually Create More Work for Lawyers,” Odd Lots

	L/S – UNGA High Level General Debate starts (22 Sept)

	9
	Developed, developing, and least developed countries in one world: development, instability, migration pressure, hybrid threats, and transnational challenges

Guest Speaker:  Amb (Ret) Alexander Laskaris

Podcasts: “Where and What Is Hamas Today?” The World Stage; “Global Governance in Transition: EU–Japan Perspectives,” The World Stage; “The Neighbourhood: Europe’s Enlargement Moment,” The World Stage; “Does BRICS Expansion Signify Conflict Between the West and the Rest?” The World Stage
	L/S

	10-11
	Russia and China: geopolitical change, disinformation, non-state collusion, and economic risk

Guest Speakers: Dr. Eric Rudenshiold, The Caspian Policy Center (TBC); Dr. Brian Murray, MedTech Syndicates (confirmed)

Podcasts: “Building Influence: China’s Belt and Road Initiative and the politics of infrastructure,” The World Stage; “Multilateral China: Crafting Influence in and Beyond the UN,” The World Stage; “Russia–West Relations Before, In and After the War on Ukraine,” The World Stage; “The Ukraine War and the NATO Responses in the Baltics and the High North Regions,” The World Stage
	L/S

	12
	The United States and Europe in comparative perspective

Podcasts: “Is U.S. Foreign Policy Now Open for Business?” The World Stage; “Global Disorder and Distrust: Trump as a Symptom,” The World Stage
	L/S – UNGA High Level General Debate ends (28 Sept)

	13
	Workshop: political-economic risk analysis and policy briefing development

Podcast:  “From Chaos to Connection: Transforming Conflict Across Diverse Disputes with Ken Cloke,” Conflict, Power & Persuasion; “Negotiating with Tough Partners,” The World Stage
	L/S

	14-15
	Student briefings, synthesis, and outlook
	S

	16
	Class Summary
	L/S



LEARNING OUTCOMES ASSESSMENT MATRIX
	Learning outcomes
	Evaluation criteria (40-69%)
	Evaluation criteria (70-89%)
	Evaluation criteria (90-100%)

	Knowledge
	Student is aware of the main course topics but shows only partial understanding of core concepts and relationships.
	Student understands the main course topics and can explain major economic, political, and social interdependencies with reasonable accuracy.
	Student demonstrates strong understanding of the main course topics and can apply political-economic and migration-related concepts in a well-structured analysis.

	Skills
	Student can describe basic issues but has difficulty applying concepts to evidence or policy problems.
	Student can apply key concepts to concrete examples and formulate plausible policy responses.
	Student can synthesize evidence, analyze risks, and produce clear and persuasive policy recommendations in written and oral form.

	Competencies
	Student participates in discussion and shows basic critical engagement with course material.
	Student engages critically with course material and can compare different explanations and policy options.
	Student demonstrates high-level critical thinking, scenario analysis, and the ability to evaluate trade-offs across multiple policy options.



ALIGNMENT OF GRADING CRITERIA AND LEARNING OUTCOMES
	Grading criteria
	1. Knowledge
	2. Skills
	3. Competencies

	Class participation
	X
	X
	X

	Policy paper (2-3 pages)
	X
	X
	

	Final policy briefing presentation with memorandum
	X
	X
	X



COURSE LITERATURE
Compulsory literature
	No.
	Author, year, title, publisher

	1
	Collier, Paul, 2014, Exodus: Immigration and Multiculturalism in the 21st Century, Random House.

	2
	Stiglitz, Joseph, 2012, The Price of Inequality, W.W. Norton.

	3
	Mazzucato, Mariana, 2018, The Value of Everything, Penguin.

	4
	Margalit, Avishai and Assaf Sharon, 2026, Captive Minds: A Study of Manipulation, Harvard University Press.

	5
	Seymour, Richard, 2025, Disaster Nationalism: The Downfall of Liberal Civilization, Verso

	6
	Scharre, Paul, 2023, Four Battlegrounds: Power in the Age of Artificial Intelligence, W.W. Norton and Company.

	7
	Mearsheimer, John and Sebastian Rosato, 2023, How States Think: The Rationality of Foreign Policy, Yale University Press.

	8
	Krastev, Ivan, 2017, After Europe, University of Pennsylvania Press.

	9
	Course compendium with additional material.



