
 

 

 

Course Outline 

 

Course number RBE208 

Course title International Humanitarian Law 

Credit points 3 ECTS (2 LV) 

Total hours  80 

Lecture hours 14  

Seminar and other hours 18 

Course level Bachelor 

Prerequisites Introduction to Public International Law 

Category Mandatory 

 

Restricted elective x Free elective  

 

COURSE RESPONSIBLE 

Name Academic degree Academic position 

Ieva Miluna  M.Soc.Sc., LL.M. Lecturer 

 

COURSE TEACHERS 

Name Academic degree Academic position 

Ieva Miluna  M.Soc.Sc., LL.M. Lecturer 

Brig.Gen. Ilmārs Lejiņš  Lecturer 

 

COURSE ABSTRACT 

The International Humanitarian Law course will embark on the discussion of the basic tenets 
of the law of armed conflict – concepts, principles and rules. The course will consist of 
lectures and practically oriented seminars during which the students will work on case 
solution and presentation of the results. 
At the outset, the course will examine the definition, scope, historical development and 
sources of international humanitarian law. Students will get an insight into the distinction 
between the use of armed force law (jus ad bellum) and international humanitarian law (jus in 
bello). The current and frozen armed conflicts will be assessed in light of the distinction 
between international armed conflict (IAC) and non-international armed conflict (NIAC) and 



the applicable regimes they entail. The course will then examine the main principles 
applicable during warfare (principle of humanity, military necessity, principle of distinction, 
principle of proportionality, and prohibition to cause superfluous injury or unnecessary 
suffering).  
Further, the course will explore different groups of persons involved in situations of IAC and 
NIAC and regime of protection attributable to them. Through practical exercises students will 
learn to classify different subjects during armed conflicts and the relevant protection regimes. 
A separate lecture will be devoted to the methods and means of warfare. The course will also 
examine the responsibility of States and international organizations during multinational 
operations. In addition to that, the Rules of Engagement (ROE) will be looked at in light of the 
law of armed conflict. The course will conclude by analysis of enforcement of law of armed 
conflict by the involved parties – individuals, non-State actors, international governmental and 
non-governmental organizations, and State governments. 
 

COURSE OBJECTIVES  

This course has the following main objectives: 

Knowledge: 

1. Upon completing the course the students will have acquired knowledge of the main 
concepts, principles and rules of international humanitarian law. 

2. Students will have acquired knowledge on the wide variety of armed conflicts in the 
world and the applicable legal regimes.  

3. Students will have gained knowledge on how to resolve different practical cases that 
occur on the battlefield. 

 

Skills: 

1. Students will have acquired skills of resolving different kinds of practical situations 
involving the application of international humanitarian law. 

2. Students will have gained the skills of critically analysing the factual information and 
the applicable law necessary for the resolution of a particular case. 

3. Students will have acquired skills on how the laws of international humanitarian law 
should be developed. 

  
Competencies: 

1. Students will have acquired competences on how the international humanitarian law 
should be applied while working for State governments, national armed forces, 
international governmental and non-governmental organisations.  

2. Students will have gained the competence of critically analysing factual information 
for the purposes of correct application of international humanitarian law. 

3. Students will have acquired public presentation skills during their work on an actual 
case/situation in international humanitarian law. 

 

GRADING CRITERIA 

Criteria Weighting 

Exam 75% 

Case presentation 25% 

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 



Attendance in all lectures and seminars is highly recommended. The final grade consists of a 

group presentation on an actual problematic case/situation involving assessment and 

application of international humanitarian law. Individual presentations are also possible. This 

forms 25% of the final grade and is mandatory. The final exam forms 75% of the final grade. 

All students are required to be present during the group presentations (last three seminars in 

the schedule) not only for the part of their own presentation but for the presentations of 

everyone in the class. As the group presentations are part of the final grade, the presence in 

those three classes will be treated as a presence during an exam.   

 

COURSE PLAN – MAIN SUBJECTS 

No. Main subjects Planned hours 

1. Definition of international humanitarian law (IHL), situations and scope of 

application, history and sources of IHL, the separation of IHL (jus in bello) 

from other ramifications and concepts of public international law. 

Classification of conflicts (international, non-international, ‘grey zone’ 

cases). 

4 

2. Classification of persons in both international and non-international 

armed conflicts and applicable law (combatants, civilians, civilians taking 

a direct part in hostilities, wounded and sick, medical personnel, 

prisoners of war). 

6 

3. Conduct of hostilities – principles of international humanitarian law 8 

4. Multinational operations and international humanitarian law 4 

5. Implementation and enforcement of international humanitarian law 4 

6. Practical work: group presentations 6 

 


