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Credit points
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Total hours

32
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Academic position
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Dr.iur.

Docent
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Inese Druviete

COURSE ABSTRACT
This course will provide an understanding of basic concepts of EU law. In particular it will focus on
constitutional and administrative aspects of EU law.

The course will examine the historical

development of the Union, its institutional structure and the main legal principles and doctrines
including the General Principles, Supremacy, Direct Effect, State Liability, the Preliminary Reference
Procedure and the Enforcement Action. The course will also provide a brief overview of the internal
market, aspects of which students will be able to study in more detail in other courses throughout the
Master’s study programme.

COURSE OBJECTIVES
At the end of the course students will have a basic understanding of the constitutional structure of EU
law and some of the key elements of the EU law.

GRADING CRITERIA
Almost every session you will have an in-class group work assignment with a goal to solve an issue
and do a small presentation for your classmates. In-class activities will comprise 40% of the mark.
The final exam task will amount to a 60% of the total – it is a take-home legal essay of 5-7 pages of
original text to be sumbitted in the relevant slot on the Portal within 3 weeks after the end of the
course. Text formatting has to be in accordance with the form set in the Thesis Manual as regards to

formatting of the main text. Submission after the deadline and any plagiarism will be taken seriously in
accordance with the school’s policy.

Criteria

Weighting

Class activities

40%

Course paper

60%

COURSE PLAN – MAIN SUBJECTS
No.

Subject

Planned hours

1

Institutions

3

2

Sources of law

3

3

Nature and enforcement

3

4

Internal market

3

COURSE PLAN – SESSIONS
Session

Session subjects and readings

Lecture /seminar

1

The European Union

Lecture 1

2

Historical Overview
Institutional Structure
Sources of Law

Lecture 2

3

Sources of Law
General Principles
Nature of EU Law, Effect and Enforcement

Lecture 3

Supremacy
Direct Effect
State Liability
Preliminary Rulings
Direct Actions
4

Introduction to the Internal Market

Lecture 4

Internal Market

COURSE LITERATURE
No.

Author, title, publisher

1

The ABC of European Union law by Klaus-Dieter Borchardt, you can get a copy in the
library, or get your own one in the EU house in Aspazijas bulvāris, or download it from
http://bookshop.europa.eu/en/the-abc-of-european-union-law-pbOA8107147/ It is very brief,
but gives a good initial insight.

2

Craig, Paul. EU law : Text, cases and materials / Paul Craig, Grainne de Burca. - 5th ed. Oxford : Oxford University Press, 2011
NOTE: 3rd ed has sufficient number of copies in the Library, the basics still remain valid.

3

Materials on the Portal.

2

